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TIMESTYLE

ManyUFO
reports

aretakenvery
seriously

By FRANK CRANSTON

It
APPEARED

offBassPoint,
NSW,earlyin the morningon July
16, 1950and stayedin sightfor
aboutone hour and 45 minutes.

To threepeoplewho
reported "it",it

appearedliketwo lightswhichkeptcircl-

ing and was movingfrom
north-east

to
south-west.

"It"was not
travelling

veryfast—
justat an

estimatedspeedof about25
kilometres

an hour.Theydid not all
agreewiththat

description,

one
believing

thatthe lightswerered and greenand
thatat one pointtheywere

stationary

for
some time.

Justwhat"it"was was neversatisfac-

torily settledbut
whatever"it"was "it"

had the honourof being
Australia's

first
officiallyrecordedUnidentified Flying
Object (UFO)or Flying Sauceras they
were once known.

Despitecommonbeliefto the con-
trary,it was takenseriously

and was
advisedto the

Directorate

of Air Force
Intelligence,

which
investigated

it as best
it couldgiventhe scanty information

and the
disparities

in whatwas
reported.

In his summaryof
observations,

Mr
0. H. Turner,of the

Department

of De-
fence,was stillnot

satisfied
and was

somewhat scathingin his
observations

of
the initial approachby the RAAF.

"If it is
assumed thatthe report is
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genuineand thatit is
sufficiently

ac-
curateto warrantanalysisone is aware

of an
incongruity

in the
description",

he
wrote."On the one handred and green
lightsthatcircle

an areaof abouta mile

in lengthfor about100 minutesare most
unusualaccordingto most UFO reports

and far more
indicative

of an
aeroplane,

particularly

as theredlightis to portand
the greento

starboard.

"On the otherhand the estimated

timeforone
circuitgivesa speedof only

lightswerereported
to be

stationary

at
one periodfor fiveminutes

and thatat
no timewasanynoiseof an

aircraft

heard.Civiland Air Force
authorities

wereunawareof the presenceof any
aircraft.

"If an
unauthorisedaircraft were to be

flying between0150and 0335hoursit
is

suggestive
of

subversive activities.

"For this reasonalonefurtheraction
shouldhave been takenby EAHQ
[EasternAustraliaArea

Headquarters],

"If the report proved to be a hoax,

litigation
couldhave been invokedto

deter futurepotentialhoaxers".

With that sort of
admonition

in mind

bothEAHQand the RAAFin
particular

beganto takevery
seriouslyindeedthe

"FlyingSaucer"reportswhichit has now
been decidedwill be furtherprobed only
if some

national-security
interestis in-

volved,the restbeing referredto in-
terestedcivil observers.

But at thattimethe ColdWar was
hotting

up. Peoplewereaskedto be on
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the alertfor anything suspicious.
The

immediatethoughtwas that perhaps
somebody— obviouslythe Russians—
mighthave

developed
somesuperaerial

machinewithwhichto spyon us or from

whichto rain deathintoour midst.

Therewas anotherschoolof thought

as wellthatperhapsthesejustmightbe
visitorsfrom spacethoughmost serious

mindedmilitaryobserversput this
thoughtto one side.

The firstreportsof a FlyingSaucer

had comefromthe US and theyseemed

to spawntheirkindaroundthe worldas
the adventof massaviationand the war

time
development

of
long-range

(for the
time)rockets made peoplemore aware
of whatwenton

overhead.

It was natural

that this interestwouldarisein
Australia.

Backthen,almost35 yearsago,space
travelwas stillin the realmsof Buck



Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Sunday 13 May 1984, page 10 (4)

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article126995280

The
illustration

aboveis froma 1981editionof 'UFOResearch

AustralianNewsletter',

used to show
similarities betweena sighting

in farnorth
Queensland

in 1980, knownas thePalmaUFO,and
one in Mexicoin 1973,knownas the CocoyocIncident.The

descriptions

tallyto a marked degree.

Rogersand companyand flyingthrough

the air was stillas remoteto mostpeople

as the
possibility

of walkingon the
moon.It wasa worldstillverymuchof
the edge of

technologicaldevelopments

whichwouldrenderblasefuturegener-
ationswho wouldnot be totally
astonished

when men firstdid walk on
the moon and when the "Brave New
World", whichhad so recentlybeen
mightilyfoughtfor,seemedto be slip-

pingaway.Earth'sleadershad failedto
comeup withthe Utopiaintowhichwe
all thoughtwe had beenmoving.Perhaps

it was fromouterspacethatwe might

expectthe improvement.

The nextreportto makeMr
Turner's

1954summaryof
sightings

was not until
November29, 1950 this time from

Queensland
and NSW. This one turned

up at 7.10pm,lastedonlyeightor 10
seconds,was a

green-blue
lighttrailing

flameand appearedto
disintegrate

as the
reportersobservedit. But thistimethere
were more reliable observers,Captain
Hermanand FirstOfficerFlynnplying

theirairlineroff Nambourand Captain

Boydof the CitizenMilitaryForcesin
Sydney.This,thoughtherewere some
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doubts,was ascribedas beingmostprob-
ablya meteor,or possiblytwo meteors,

the issuebeingfurtherconfusedby a
similar reportfrom Victoriathe follow-

ing night.

The
Directorate

of Air Force In-
telligence summary of its next

investiga-

tionwas on
February

2, 1951,whentwo
witnesses at Condamine, Queensland,

described "eight rockets"whichhad the
speedof a tracerbullet,trailedan ex-
haust,madea "loudswish"and disap-

pearedover the horizon.

Thatone was the firstto be
formally

designated"UFO".
Most of the "glowing light"

phenomenaof variouscolourswere put
down as probable meteorsbut things

tookon a moreserioustum on Septem-

ber 27, 1952,whenfromthe
then-secret

weaponstestingstationat Woomera,

South
Australia,

camethe reportof a
"lightgrey cigar" labelled "UFO?"and
fromthe samesourceon October8 a
radarecho whichwas

attributed

as an
"ionisedcloud".

The
sightings

cameand whizzedand
flashedand disappearedbut the
Woomeraobservations, obviously the
mostworryingof themall,

continued
to

come in, "UFO"beingthe
description

giventhe "whiteoval
light-detected

by
doppler" detected on July 24, 1953.

It musthavebeengallingfor the
Woomeraobserverto be told of his
sightinga weeklaterthatthe "white
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roundobjects"whichhe had observed

highup withhis
binoculars

at 10.30am

was a cloudof
thistles.

The reports pouredin, the morein
terestingmakingMr Turner'ssumm-
maryan October15, 1953sightingbeing
confirmed

as the taillightof a TAA
airlinerand anotheron January9, 1954
to the planetJupiter.

"Explodingfire,smoke"(no in-
terpretation),"mushroom"(UFO?),
"silver square" (balloonwith tin re-
flector),another"mushroom"(UFO, is
not a hoax)and "silveroval"(UFO?)
earningtheirplacein the DAFIfilesfor
posterity.

The "twoblacksaucers joinedby a
span"which

disappeared

overa hillat
St Morris,South

Australia,
on January

17,1954earneda UFO label,no decision

beingmade
apparently

on the "logor
short telegraphpole" from Kingaroy,

Queensland,
on September9, 1953.

But the observerswere becoming
keener-eyed.

On June5, 1954an East
Dandenong,near Melbourne,sighting
described

a
"rotating

discwitha win-
dowedcanopy,3 wheels,3 portsetc"
glowingyellow,about12 metresin
diameterand makinga "noiselikea
motorbike also ticking".

By 1960the
investigation

of the Un-
usualAerial

Sightings,

as theywereby
thencalledin officialquarters,had be-
come a skilledif

time-consuming

art.
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Nor was the RAAF preparedto consume

evenfurthertimeby arguingwithpeople
about its solutions.

"The foregoingsummaryof informa-

tionpreparedin the public interestin-
cludesthe final

assessment

of eachsight-

ing reachedby the
Department

of Air,
Canberra,

and it is
regretted

thatno
further

correspondence

can be under-
takenon this

subject",

the filenoted.By
that time therewas a

well-developed

"plot"thesisand the beliefin some
quartersthat officialdomwas "covering

up" information.

Thus a
"spherical, silveryobject

elevation80 degrees-65degreesover
Canberra,ACT' on February1, 1960,
was writtenoff as an

"astronomical"

phenomenonwhile the "slow-moving

cigar-shaped object similarto aircraft—
bright orangerearportion,restdullgrey"
was

attributed
to a TAA ViscountVH

TVG.
"Orange-colouredballs", "blue-grey

objects","long white glowingobject
flamingtail buzzed train","darkglinting

object"and the rest were
attributed

mostlyto
astronomical sightingsand

some to aircraft.

Even the RAAF itselfgot
involved.

From Darwin on
Christmas

Eve, 1963 it
reported "markson negativeof photo

takenat RAAF,Darwin"whichwas put
downto a static chargeon the paper

duringcameraloading.

As
satellitesbeganto orbitthe earth
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theyaddedtheirmiteto the massof
reportswherefor a whiletheyviedwith
meteorological balloonsas the in-
stigatorsof reports. Aircraft continuedto
be anothersourceof material,

One
sighting

on June16, 1969from
Melbournewas put down to "aircraft

and imagination".

Throughout
the saga therehave been

a fairnumberof reportssimplyput down

as
inexplicable

but usuallyon the
groundsof

incomplete
or tardyinforma-

tion.

Birds,lightning,space debris,planets,

and temperature inversionshave been
amongthe

explanations

for the hundreds

and hundreds of sighting investigated."

Even the RAAF itselfdoes not have the"

fulltotal.

But therehave been others, particlarly,

in northern Australia,
whichhave been

assessedas quiteprobablythe
incursions

of drugrunnersand in factsomehave

beencaught.And the closureof the"
RAAF versionof the USAF "BlueBook"

doesnot signifythatit is not
interested

any longerin
receiving

the
reports.

It will,

acceptthemand willstillwelcomethem,
but thosewhichdo not appearto have

a directimpacton
nationalsecuritywill

not be further investigated.

It has beenan
exhausting

taskand a
relatively thankless

one. Many of the
reportershave been

unsatisfied
with the

explanationsdespitethe magnitudeof
the effortwhichhas goneintoit all.

It hasbeena longtaskandin many

ways an
interesting

if not
particularly

rewarding

one.The filesare copiousand
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the detailwhichhas goneintothe project

willnowbe
diverted

to whatis
perceived

to be areasof more
productive defence

interest.


